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Mural celebrating four local artiss taking shape
at the Gilt Complex in downtown Stuart
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Mural illusrator Benjamin Perez (right) gives Martin County High School art sudent, Aleesia
Wise, 17, advice about painting one of the characters on the newes mural dedicated to local
artiss Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020, at the Gilt complex in downtown Stuart. "I love being part of
the community and I love making art, so meshing that together is my favorite," said Wise.
The mural celebrates four local artiss, Chris Kling (painter), Geofrey Smith (sculptor), Ron
Corbin (musician) and Mark Muller (chef). The text in the center is an ode to the arts. The
characters in the mural were rendered by Perez, a Martin County High School class of 2012
graduate. Students from Jensen Beach High School and the Clark Advanced Learning
Center have also been selected to take part in the mural insallation.
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Martin County High School art sudents work on the newes mural dedicated to local artiss
Saturday Jan. 11, 2020, at the Gilt Complex in downtown Stuart. The mural celebrates four
local artiss, Chris Kling (painter), Geofrey Smith (sculptor), Ron Corbin (musician) and Mark
Muller (chef). The text in the center is an ode to the arts. The characters in the mural were
rendered by Benjamin Perez, Martin County High School class of 2012. Students from
Jensen Beach High School and the Clark Advanced Learning Center have also been
selected to take part in the mural insallation.
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Martin County High School sudent, Aleesia Wise, 17, works on the newes mural dedicated
to local artiss Saturday Jan. 11, 2020, at the Gilt Complex in downtown Stuart. "I love being
part of the community and I love making art, so meshing that together is my favorite," said
Wise. The mural celebrates four local artiss, Chris Kling (painter), Geofrey Smith (sculptor),
Ron Corbin (musician) and Mark Muller (chef). The text in the center is an ode to the arts.
The characters in the mural were rendered by Benjamin Perez, a Martin County High School
class of 2012 graduate. Students from Jensen Beach High School and the Clark Advanced
Learning Center have also been selected to take part in the mural insallation.
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Martin County High School sudent Leelou Ziehm (center), 17, works on the newes mural
dedicated to local artiss Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020, at the Gilt Complex in downtown Stuart.
"I'm really excited to work on the mural because sudents don't get many opportunities to do
big projects like this," said Ziehm.
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Martin County High School sudent, Aleesia Wise, 17, takes a sep back to look at the work
she is doing on the newes mural dedicated to local artiss Saturday Jan. 11, 2020, at the Gilt
Complex in downtown Stuart. "I love being part of the community and I love making art, so
meshing that together is my favorite," said Wise. The mural celebrates four local artiss,
Chris Kling (painter), Geofrey Smith (sculptor), Ron Corbin (musician) and Mark Muller
(chef). The text in the center is an ode to the arts. The characters in the mural were rendered
by Benjamin Perez, a Martin County High School class of 2012 graduate. Students from
Jensen Beach High School and the Clark Advanced Learning Center have also been
selected to take part in the mural insallation.
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Martin County High School art sudents work on the newes mural dedicated to local artiss
Saturday Jan. 11, 2020, at the Gilt Complex in downtown Stuart. The mural celebrates four
local artiss, Chris Kling (painter), Geofrey Smith (sculptor), Ron Corbin (musician) and Mark
Muller (chef). The text in the center is an ode to the arts. The characters in the mural were
rendered by Benjamin Perez, Martin County High School class of 2012. Students from
Jensen Beach High School and the Clark Advanced Learning Center have also been
selected to take part in the mural insallation.
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Muller (chef). The text in the center is an ode to the arts. The characters in the mural were
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Jensen Beach High School and the Clark Advanced Learning Center have also been
selected to take part in the mural insallation.
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High school art students celebrate four local artist with mural
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Jensen Beach High School and the Clark Advanced Learning Center have also been
selected to take part in the mural insallation.
CRYSTAL VANDER WEIT/SPECIAL TO TCPALM

Martin County High School art sudents work on the newes mural dedicated to local artiss
Saturday Jan. 11, 2020, at the Gilt Complex in downtown Stuart. The mural celebrates four
local artiss, Chris Kling (painter), Geofrey Smith (sculptor), Ron Corbin (musician) and Mark
Muller (chef). The text in the center is an ode to the arts. The characters in the mural were
rendered by Benjamin Perez, Martin County High School class of 2012. Students from
Jensen Beach High School and the Clark Advanced Learning Center have also been
selected to take part in the mural insallation.
CRYSTAL VANDER WEIT/SPECIAL TO TCPALM
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Prepared by Marcus and Dylan

The Treasure Coast Brief.
Straight Facts from the Treasure Coast

Fiery trail over Treasure Coast a solar illusion, says DoD; mother who left 
baby unattended in bathtub charged with aggravated manslaughter; and 

vehicle fire on SE Crosstown Pkwy. and SE Airoso Blvd. closes intersection

THE BREAKDOWN

DoD: Fiery trail spotted over the Treasure Coast a solar 
illusion

The U.S. Department of Defense said that a fiery trail spotted over the 
Treasure Coast on New Year’s Day was in fact a commercial airplane, 
debunking social media theories that the fireball was a rocket, missile or 
UFO.

Onlookers from Vero Beach to Jensen Beach posted on social media that 
they had witnessed a blazing object in the sky just before sunrise on New 
Year’s Day.

Officials from the Department of Defense told WPTV that sunlight had 
reflected off a commercial airplane’s contrails to create an illusion of a 
fireball. The spokesperson said there was no fire and no present danger.
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When he hit the main traffic light pole, the vehicle spun directly into the 
intersection and caught on fire.

An unknown person called the police to report the vehicle fire with the 
driver still trapped inside. Fire Rescue was able to extract him, and he was 
transported to a nearby hospital. There is no further information on the 
driver’s condition.

Port St. Lucie Police Traffic Homicide Investigators are investigating the 
circumstances surrounding the crash. Currently, charges or citations are 
pending the outcome of their investigation.

Creek Arts and Entertainment District hosting art walk

The Creek Arts and Entertainment District in downtown Stuart is hosting 
The First Friday Creek Art Walk, a new monthly cultural walking experience 
aimed at exploring the 18 businesses located in the newly expanded 
community redevelopment district.

Approved by the Stuart City Commission on Oct. 28, 2019, the area is 
home to a music scene, arts-related businesses, restaurants, a craft beer 
pub, an award-winning chocolate factory, and more. Each participating 
business will host an artist, musician or performer. 

January brings two special events: the kick-off of a new outdoor mural at 
The Gilt Complex at 608 Colorado created by students from Martin County 
and Jensen Beach high schools. The second event is The Clark Advanced 
Learning Center and Stuart Art Supply & Artists’ Nook at 43 SE Kindred, 
which will celebrate their 7th anniversary.

The gathering will take place on Friday, Jan. 3 from 5 to 8 p.m.  The new 
monthly cultural walking experience is free and requires no reservations or 
tickets.  Future dates are Feb. 7, March 6, April 3, May 1 and every first 
Friday thereafter.

The Creek is designated as the official arts and entertainment district for 
Stuart.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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